
WHY IT MATTERS
Virginia is facing an unprecedented buildout of new 
methane gas infrastructure. Gas-fired power plants, 
along with the pipelines and compressor stations 
they require, emit pollutants that harm public health, 
degrade natural resources, and accelerate climate 
change.
Burning gas releases toxic pollutants like nitrogen 
oxides, ozone, and fine particulate matter (PM2.5). 
PM2.5 has no safe exposure level and causes 
cardiovascular damage and premature death.  Public 
health experts estimated PM2.5 emissions from a 
single new gas plant in Virginia could cost $27 million 
annually in health damages.  
Gas plants also disrupt local landscapes with constant 
noise, local water consumption, and new substations, 
pipelines, and compressor stations.
Methane is more expensive than renewables like 
solar and energy storage, which are able to provide 
cleaner, cheaper, faster-to-deploy energy in Virginia. 
Additionally, the price of new turbines is at an all time 
high, and it’s expected to keep climbing. Meanwhile, 
fuel prices remain volatile. A single winter storm cost 
Dominion ratepayers about $8 a month for more 
than $1 billion in unplanned fuel costs. 
Despite these impacts, utilities are racing to build new 
fossil fuel resources in Virginia. This buildout poses 
significant threats to Virginians. Gas power plants 
mean higher bills, as fuel costs, which are passed 
entirely onto customers, are susceptible to price 
spikes and volatile global markets. They also would 
lock the Commonwealth into another generation of 
lower air quality, worse health outcomes, continued 
greenhouse gas emissions, and strained water 
supplies. Unless permitting regulations change, 
the impacts of new fossil fuel infrastructure are 
most likely to fall disproportionately on low-income 
households and communities of color.

CURRENT LANDSCAPE
Virginia committed to a clean energy transition in the 
2020 Virginia Clean Economy Act (VCEA), setting a 
retirement date of 2050 for fossil fuel plants in Domin-
ion and Appalachian Power Company and requiring 
utilities to invest ambitiously in clean energy and 
energy efficiency. Virginia also committed to pro-
tecting environmental justice communities from 
high-polluting infrastructure, long concentrated in 
Black, Brown, and low-income Virginia communities.
Despite state mandates, Dominion Energy is moving 
forward with plans for signif icant new gas-f ired 
power generation –a choice that benefits sharehold-
ers while harming our environment, communities, 
and ratepayers.  
Third party developers, as well as utilities, are rush-
ing to cash in on data center demand with myriad 
new fossil fuel projects. Three large methane gas 
plants are under development in Chesterfield, Flu-
vanna, and Cumberland counties that will negatively 
impact air quality across more than 20 counties, and 
as far away as Virginia Beach.  All three would impact 

the James River, with the proposed Tenaska plant in 
Fluvanna County draining 6-7 million gallons from 
it daily, and Dominion’s Cumberland plant pulling 
800,000 gallons per day from the Cobb Creek Res-
ervoir.  At 3 gigawatts, Dominion’s proposed plant in 
Cumberland County would be the second largest gas 
plant in the country.
Four massive methane gas transmission pipeline 
projects, Southeast Supply Enhancement Project, 
MVP Southgate, Power Express, and a 48.5 mile 
pipeline in Accomack Co., are proposed or under 
construction (see Preventing Pipeline Harm, page 
117). In Chesapeake and Southwest Virginia, pipeline 
compressor stations are proposed to be located in 
overburdened environmental justice communities, 
including the Swann Compressor Station in Mont-
gomery County and Chesapeake Compressor Sta-
tion Project in Hampton Roads.
The Swann Compressor Station proposed by Moun-
tain Valley Pipeline would operate in a low-income 
community already exposed to pollution from Inter-
state 81, Highway 460, and the Norfolk Southern 
Railroad, which rattles through with train cars full of 
uncovered coal.

OPPORTUNITIES
Modelling has shown that Virginia does not need 
more methane gas plants to maintain a reliable 
grid– even if all projected data center demand mate-
rializes. Given the rising costs of gas–to our wallets, 
our health, and our resources–Virginia should press 
pause on the flurry of gas proposals in development 
and recommit to the clean energy transition that is 
already codified into law.

Utilities must begin by prioritizing deployment and 
procurement of clean energy resources like solar and 
storage, which are faster and cheaper to build than 
gas. They should also be held accountable when they 
fail to meet their energy efficiency targets. Dominion 
has failed to meet its targets every year since they 
were set, achieving less than half the required level in 
both 2023 and 2024 (see Energy Efficiency is Energy 
Affordability, page 103). Those targets exist not only 
to help customers manage their bills, but also to 
lower peak demand and avoid the need for costly 
new infrastructure, like the Chesterfield gas peaker 
plant. Finally, when new energy infrastructure must 
be sited, communities should be protected from 
bearing a disproportionate share of environmental 
impacts, as the Virginia Environmental Justice Act 
requires.

A just energy transition can do more than prevent 
harm. It can deliver high-quality, family-sustain-
ing jobs, workforce training, and new opportunities 
for Virginia communities. Since the passage of the 
VCEA, clean energy jobs have grown more than three 
times faster than overall employment and now sup-
port over 118,000 workers statewide. Scaling solar, 
batteries, and energy efficiency helps stabilize local 
economies, reduce emissions, and ensure that no 
community is left behind. 
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TOP TAKEAWAYS
The proposed buildout of new gas infrastructure would accelerate climate change, raise bills, harm 
health, and lower Virginians’ quality of life. 

Cleaner, cheaper, faster-to-deploy resources like solar, storage, and demand-side management can 
meet rising demand in the Commonwealth without the need for new gas plants. 

Cumulative pollution impact assessments before approval of new gas infrastructure would help to 
ensure no community bears compounding impacts of pollution.
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