
INVESTING IN CLEAN AIR, CLEAN WATER, & HEALTHY LANDS
Anna Killius // James River Association // akillius@thejamesriver.org
Zachary Sheldon // The Nature Conservancy // zachary.sheldon@tnc.org

CLEAN WATER & FLOOD RESILIENCE
CLEAN WATER

• $80M per year for the Stormwater Local Assistance Fund (pg 6).
• $2M per year for the Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (pg 6).
• Maintain full funding, no less than $256M over the biennium, for the Virginia Agricultural Cost-Share Program (pg 8).
• Provide sufficient and stable funding for technical assistance by Soil and Water Conservation Districts (pg 8).
• Support additional financial incentives for long-term agricultural conservation practices like stream exclusion fencing 
and riparian buffers (pg 8).

• Fully fund state grants for wastewater treatment upgrades to fulfill the requirements of the Enhanced Nutrient Re-
duction Certainty Program, as identified by the Needs Assessment, and cost-effectively reduce pollution to Virginia’s 
waterways. (pg 10).

• Maintain state funding to localities remediating aging combined sewer systems (pg 10).
• Fund a comprehensive Albemarle-Pamlico watershed study by DEQ (pg 12).
• $3M for the Virginia Abandoned and Derelict Vessel Prevention and Removal Program (pg 12 & 16).

PLASTIC & TOXIC WASTE
• Ban the use of single-use expanded polystyrene by food vendors by 2024 rather than having a 7-year phase-out period 
(pg 16).

• Fund DEQ and the Virginia Department of Health to identify and eliminate potential pathways for PFAS contamina-
tion (pg 20).

FLOOD & CLIMATE RESILIENCY
• Identify additional consistent, long-term, and dedicated funding to address flood risk and advance flood resilience (pg 
24).

• Increase staff capacity at multiple agencies (including at least 2 outreach and engagement staff at DCR, 2 Chesapeake 
Bay Preservation Act technical assistance staff at DEQ, and 1 Tidal Wetlands Act technical assistance staff at VMRC) to 
educate localities and relevant boards on changing regulations and provide direct technical assistance to local and 
regional governments for flood resilience planning and adaptation (pg 24).

LAND & WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
LAND CONSERVATION & OUTDOOR RECREATION

• Maintain the Land Preservation Tax Credit (pg 32).
• $20M per year for the Virginia Land Conservation Foundation with $2 million set aside for farmland preservation (pg 
32, 36, & 38).

• $5M per year for the Virginia Farmland Preservation Fund (pg 32, 36, & 38).
• $5M per year for the Virginia Battlefield Preservation Fund (pg 32).
• $5M per year for the Virginia Black Indigenous and People of Color Historic Preservation Fund (pg 32 & 38).
• $20M per year to extend the Virginia’s Outdoors Foundation’s Get Outdoors Program statewide (pg 32).
• $41M per year to support the Office of Trails for the planning, construction and maintenance of trails (pg 33 & 68).
• $1M in grant match funds through the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) for low-income communities, 
communities of color, and localities with a population less than 25,000 to enhance connectivity to transportation and 
recreation opportunities (pg 33).

• $57M per year to DCR to support essential staffing, programs, and maintenance backlog at state parks (pg 33).
• $1M in matching funds for federal agricultural and conservation easement programs (pg 36).
• $500,000 per year through the Office of Farmland Preservation to provide assistance for Purchase of Development 
Rights ordinances and farmland preservation zoning practices for localities (pg 36).

• $10M in federal recovery funding to establish a small meat processing fund (pg 36).
• $250,000 per year for the Agriculture and Forestry Industries Development Fund infrastructure program and $250,000 
per year for a new Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Science program providing technical and grant 
assistance to small and underserved farms transitioning to higher value production (pg 36).
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VIRGINIA’S FLORA & FAUNA
• $4M per year to the Virginia Department of Forestry for the Trees for Clean Water program and $3 million per year for 
Urban and Community Forestry grants, with 25% of funds prioritized for low-income communities (pg 44 & 62).

• One additional full time equivalent position to support the development and advancement of Virginia’s Wildlife Cor-
ridor Action Plan and $5M in fiscal year 2024 to support wildlife crossings and habitat connectivity projects (pg 46).

• Hire at least one FTE to develop and advance the Wildlife Corridor Action Plan (pg 46).
• $5M to begin renovation and expansion of the Aquatic Wildlife Conservation Center at Buller Fish Hatchery (pg 50).
• $2M to increase mussel restoration projects at hatcheries across the Commonwealth (pg 50).
• Fund a 3-year pilot program through VMRC for crab pot tagging (pg 52).
• Provide funding for a comprehensive blue crab stock assessment (pg 52).

LAND USE & TRANSPORTATION
LAND USE & TRANSPORTATION REFORM

• Increase share of state and regional funding for transit, rail, bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure to 50% by 2030 (pg 
58).

• Prioritize funding for the repair of existing infrastructure, and fully fund the replacement of all roads, bridges, water 
and sewer infrastructure, schools, and other public buildings in poor condition over 10 years (pg 58 & 60).

• $200M per year for the state Affordable Housing Trust Fund (pg 60).
• $100M per year for financial incentives to expand access to electrified mobility– including electric vehicles, bikes, school 
and transit buses–until price parity is achieved (pg 62 & 64).

WALKING, BIKING, RAIL, & PUBLIC TRANSIT
• $10M per year for the Transit Ridership Incentive Program (pg 70 & 72).
• Increase transit funding to meet the needs identified in DRPT’s 2022 Transit Modernization and Equity Study (pg 70 
& 72).

CLIMATE & ENERGY
RENEWABLE ENERGY & ENERGY EFFICIENCY

• Create and fund a new grant program to assist school divisions with achieving net-zero carbon pollution standards on 
new and substantially renovated school buildings (pg 80). 

• Fund a study by the State Corporation Commission and Virginia Energy considering alternatives to the existing elec-
tric utility regulatory system, such as those that compensate utility investments based on environmental and social 
outcomes rather than a project’s price tag (pg 84).

• $35M per year for the Virginia Brownfield and Coal Mine Renewable Energy Grant Program (pg 86).

GOOD GOVERNANCE
EDUCATING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY

• Fund a study through the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) of ways to incentivize teacher engage-
ment in Virginia-centric environmental education certifications (pg 106).
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