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Virginia DCR’s Post-Construction
Stormwater Rules

e Amendments to 4 VAC 50-60
(VSMP)

Amend Parts |, II, and Ill of the Virginia Stormwater Management Program Permit

e 3+ years in development with §

Part|

T A( : 5 Definitions, Purpose, and Applicability
6 4VACHO-60-10. Definitions.

words and terms usad in this chapter have the following meanings
arly indicates otherwise.

e Proposed amendments
released in June

e Public attention increased e e
exponentially 3 o s T 7 o e s

e Public comment period June-
August




Public Comment Phase

e Five public hearings statewide

e Testimony at public hearings 2:1 in favor

e Comments received through Aug. 215t
e 3000 comments received by DCR
e Approx. 4:1 in favor (CBF campaign)




Opposition Not Quiet, Either

e HBAYV pushed counter-proposal

e Some claimed rules unworkable;
others say Its doable, but tougher

e L.ocal government concerned with funding

e Smart Growth issues raised, and solved



Anatomy of Ad

e Organizations, small and
large, across the state

e Shepherded by Bill
Street, JRA

e Strategic assignments

e Constant communication

TASK
Fact Sheets
a.  General Fact Sheet
b. FAQ/Rebuttal to Concerns
Key Issues to work on
a.  Redevelopment
b.  Technical Changes (urban
nutrient mgt. BMP, BMP sizing
requirements)
Public Meetings
b.  July 1-Verona

¢.  luly 7-Manassas

d.  July 9-Hampton
e. July 14 - Richmond

Meetings with key stakeholders

a.  Governor
i.  Meeting with Policy staff
ii.  Sign-on letter to governor
iii.  Close Contacts of the
Governor
b.  Gubernatorial Candidates
i. Deeds
ii. MecDonnell
¢.  Soil and Water Conservation
Board Members
d.  Chesapeake Bay Commission
e. Legislators
i.  Sen.John Watkins
ii. House Ag Chair Harvey
Morgan
iii.  Senate Ag Chair Pat Ticer

vocacy
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Collaborative Strategy

e Outreach (e-mail networks, newsletters,
fact sheets, web sites)

e In the news (Op-Eds, interviews)

e Letter-writing campaign

e Engineering case studies

e Policy review teams (Smart Growth)
e Sign-on letters

e Meetings with principals

e Pack public hearings



How Many Voices Raised?

e Too many to list

e Valley groups alone include:
o \/CC
o SVN
e Shenandoah Riverkeeper
e FNFSR
e Shenandoah Forum
e Preserve Frederick

e Potomac Conservancy
DA ..

e Citizen Committees within local government



Lessons for Collaborative Advocacy

e Great deal of effort

e Many groups and individuals

e Motivated leaders

e Egos checked at the door

e Involvement started early

e Advocacy spiked at key junctures

e Flexibility within environmental community



Latest Status Update

e DCR released revisions yesterday

e JCAR review Sept. 16th, 10AM,
Senate Room B

e VA SWCB meeting Sept. 17th 9:30AM
(http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewMeeting.

cfm?MeetinglD=13414 )

e SWCB decision-making on Oct. 6%


http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewMeeting.cfm?MeetingID=13414
http://townhall.virginia.gov/L/ViewMeeting.cfm?MeetingID=13414

What's next?

e Push to maintain rule integrity before SWCB
e Provide support to Administration

e Defend final rules before General Assembly
in 2010



What can you do?

o Attend SWCB meeting on Sept. 17
e Submit comments to SWCB re: revisions

e Ask local jurisdictions to write SWCB
and/or Governor in support



DCR’s “Potential Key Changes”

ER QUALITY CHANGES .
ay

rd only applies in Bay watershed

e Exceptions for smaller development sites
e Bay Act Area sites <lac. held to lower standard

e Exceptions for development in UDA

e Up to 0.45 P standard for small development in
UDA

Source: http://lwww.joe.org/joe/2007april/rb3.php



DCR’s “Potential Key Changes” cont.

WATER QUANTITY CHANGES

e Unstable channel and localized flooding
changed from ‘forest’ to ‘good pasture’ peak
flow rate

e Exceptions from channel and flood
protection requirements:

e <bac. sites on prior developed lands
e <lac. sites for new development

e For exceptions, must reduce discharge from
pre-development
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